) or 2 and one in class 3. At diagnosis the average age of these patients was 5 years 6 months (3 years 4 months to 9 years 6 months). The patient in class 3 was the oldest at diagnosis, being 9 years 6 months of age. Of the 27 hips classified as group B, ten were Stulberg class 1 or 2, nine were class 3 (Fig. 3) , seven class 4 and one class 5. All the patients with hips in Stulberg class 1 or 2 were under nine years of age at diagnosis. Seven of the nine class-3 hips were in patients over nine years of age at diagnosis. All the patients with hips in Stulberg class 4 and class 5 after maturity were over nine years of age at diagnosis.
Of the 1 1 hips classified as group C, six were in Stulberg class 3 and five in class 4 (Fig. 4) . At diagnosis the average age was 7 years (3 years 8 months to 13 years 3 months). The patient with the hip shown in Figure  2 was eight years old at diagnosis and regained perfect sphericity of the femoral head; the hip shown in Figure  4 was in a six-yearold, and at follow-up showed severe deformity of the proximal femoral epiphysis with marked signs of osteoarthritis of the hip. At the stage of fragmentation, the first hip had been in group A and the second in group C. 
DISCUSSION
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